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Five years ago this month, we opened the doors of Hillman Cancer Center —
launching a new era in cancer care and research for western Pennsylvania. We’ve
made tremendous strides over that time, expanding our hub-and-satellite model
to extend world-class care closer to home for patients at more than 40 locations
throughout western Pennsylvania, and now two international centers in Dublin and Waterford, Ireland. Our
research staff has grown exponentially, with more than 50 scientists joining us in the quest for better detection
and treatments. University of Pittsburgh Cancer Institute (UPCI) faculty has attracted nearly $147 million in annual
funding from the National Institutes of Health. And we’ve established exciting new programs — such as the
Center for Environmental Oncology and the African American Cancer Care Partnership — that are leading to
innovative prevention and detection strategies.

Perhaps most importantly, however, community support for our programs has never
been stronger. The “Bring Hope to Life…A Future Without Cancer” capital campaign is
the cornerstone of an ambitious, five-year strategic plan to support the construction of new
research facilities, the recruitment of additional world-class investigators and clinicians,
the expansion of basic and clinical research studies, and enhanced assistance for economically
disadvantaged patients.

We are more than halfway to our $100 million fundraising goal, with more than $55.2 million in funding raised
through this fiscal year. UPMC has committed a dollar-for-dollar match of monies contributed by individuals,
corporations, and foundations, bringing our total goal to $200 million.

The fruits of this support are already coming to bear. For example, the Hillman Fellows Program for Innovative
Cancer Research, established through a $20 million lead gift from Henry L. Hillman and the Hillman Foundations,
provides grants for researchers to pursue novel, high-priority cancer projects. The program is leading to advances
in cancer stem cell biology, biomarkers for the early detection of cancer, cancer vaccines and cellular therapies,
methods for diagnosing and monitoring cancer, and programs in cancer prevention that are based on genetic
and environmental risks for disease.

UPMC Cancer Centers and UPCI are poised to break through to a new era in cancer research, treatment, early
detection, and prevention. Ultimately, the results will be measured by a single standard: improving the quality
of life, as well as duration of life, for our communities and our families in this region and around the world.
Nothing could have a better return on investment.
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f you had told Kathleen McIntyre-Seltman,
MD, early in her career as an obstetrician and
gynecologist a vaccine would be developed that
could prevent cervical cancer she wouldn’t have
believed you.

“During my lifetime, I never thought I would see the day
when cervical cancer could be prevented by a simple
vaccination,” says Dr. McIntyre-Seltman, director of
the Women’s Cancer Wellness Center at Magee-Womens
Hospital of UPMC. “It is just amazing to think that future
generations of women, including my own daughters,
won’t have to die from this disease. Only 25 years ago
we were not even certain that a specific virus was the
cause of cervical cancer. And now, we can give a girl or
young woman a shot to prevent it entirely.” 

Her youngest daughter, 22 year-old Madeline (Maddie)
Seltman, made a personal decision to be vaccinated,
putting into practice her mother’s belief that advances
in science which made the vaccine possible are enabling
women to free themselves from the pain of the past. 

A recent graduate of Smith College, Maddie, like her
mother, has a strong interest in women’s health. She
also has a passion for helping women without means
gain access to basic health services in the United States
and abroad.  

“For me, there really wasn’t a downside to getting the
vaccine — it’s safe and can save women from serious
health consequences in the future,” says Maddie. “Its
potential for preventing cervical cancer in developing
countries where screening is not readily available
makes it especially promising.”

This vaccine is the first of its kind to prevent cancer. It
works against several strains of the human papillo-
mavirus, or HPV, an extremely common group of sexually
transmitted viruses that cause virtually all cervical cancers,
and that also are linked to other types of cancer.  

The discovery of the HPV vaccine is based on more
than a century of observation and science that linked
cervical cancer to sexually transmitted diseases, or STDs.
The link was first noted anecdotally.  

“Scientists of the time noted that different orders of nuns
had different rates of cervical cancer. Those orders that
took in “wayward” girls had a high incidence of cervical
cancer, while those orders that accepted only virgins
had virtually no cervical cancer,” says Dr. McIntyre-
Seltman, who also is associate professor, Department
of Obstetrics, Gynecology and Reproductive Sciences,
Division of Gynecologic Specialties, University of
Pittsburgh School of Medicine.  

continued on page 4

AT LAST,
A SHOT OF 
PREVENTION

by Clare Collins

I
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IT’S SAFE AND CAN SAVE WOMEN FROM SERIOUS

HEALTH CONSEQUENCES IN THE FUTURE.
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These kinds of observations were
the springboard for subsequent
research throughout the 20th
century that is still ongoing today.
More recent advances in molecular
biology made it possible to grow
HPV in the laboratory which
formed the basis for the vaccine. 

The vaccine stimulates the body
to develop antibodies that can
recognize and attach to the sur-
face of the virus, marking it for
destruction by white blood cells
before it has had a chance to alter
the cells. Once the virus has
established itself within a woman’s
cervical cells, the antibodies are
not effective, so it is important to
provide vaccination before a
woman is ever exposed to HPV. 

The vaccine produces responses to
four types of HPV. Seventy percent
of cervical cancers are caused by two
of these types — HPV 16 and HPV
18. Experts believe that HPV 16
is the chief culprit, responsible for half of all cervical
cancers. The vaccine is a recombinant type — not made
up of a live or dead virus of any kind, consisting only
of proteins — so it is safe, as well as effective against
cervical cancer.   

Cervical cancer itself can be easily treated and cured
when found early. But when it’s not, it is deadly, killing
a half a million women worldwide every year. As it
grows out from the cervix (which lies at the bottom of
a woman’s womb), it invades the area and creeps into
the pelvis, bladder, and rectum, as well as the local lymph
glands, causing extreme pain. While cervical cancer
can respond to chemotherapy and radiation treatments,
it is not often curable once it has begun to spread.  

Unlike most cancers, cervical cancer is a disease of
younger women. Women at increased risk are between
ages 35 and 50, usually related to exposure to HPV in
their teens and 20s. Since treatment for cervical cancer
usually makes pregnancy no longer possible, women in
their 30s and 40s who are affected may not be able to
have children.  

Cervical cancer is rare in the
United States today because most
women get Pap tests that find
abnormal cells in the cervix early
before they have developed into
cancer. But, Pap tests are not 100
percent accurate and they may
not always pick up abnormal cells
which may be present in only a
small part of the cervix.  

“Pap tests are a necessary and
important tool, but they are not
foolproof. In some situations when
a woman has mild abnormalities
that are not cancer, we can tell her
to wait it out, which causes a lot
of anxiety.” says Dr. McIntyre-
Seltman. “The HPV vaccine helps
us tremendously because it prevents
cancer and pre-cancerous cells from
developing in the first place.”

Since HPV is transmitted during
sexual contact, experts recommend
that girls and young women, ages
9 to 26, be vaccinated prior to their

first sexual experience. Dr. McIntyre-Seltman cautions
that routine screening with Pap tests is still needed to
protect women since there may be additional types of
HPV linked to cervical cancer that are not covered by
the vaccine. Even so, theoretically, the rate in cervical
cancer of women who are vaccinated could drop by 70
percent by the next generation. 

“The availability of the vaccine will have a huge impact
on the burden of this disease. I encourage mothers to
talk to their daughters about the vaccination because it
can save us all from unnecessary heartache,” says Dr.
McIntyre-Seltman.  

As for Maddie, she’s looking forward to putting her
passion for improving women’s health into practice in
the Peace Corps as she leaves for Mali, West Africa, and
begins public health work to make a real and lasting
difference in the lives of women and girls.

Cervical cancer is only one of several 
cancers scientists believe are linked to
infection with HPV. Twenty-five to thirty
percent of patients with head and neck
cancer also test positive for HPV 16 — the
most common type of HPV found in cervical
cancer. In some head and neck tumors,
such as those located in the tonsils or base
of tongue, the frequency of HPV infection
may be as high as 60 to 70 percent. HPV
is a formidable foe because it produces
proteins that interfere with cell functions
that should normally lead to cell death.
The virus also can disable the immune
system which is necessary to prevent the
growth of abnormal cells, enabling it to
hide in cells and evade the immune
system’s attack. Robert Ferris, MD, PhD,
co-leader of the Cancer Immunology,
Immunotherapy, and Immunoprevention
Program, University of Pittsburgh Cancer
Institute, is examining a hypothesis that
head and neck cancer that tests positive for
HPV may be an entirely separate disease
from head and neck cancer that is HPV-
negative. In collaboration with Saleem Khan,
MD, in Pitt’s Department of Molecular
Genetics and Biochemistry, Dr. Ferris noted
many differences caused by HPV infection,
indicating that it may respond differently
to chemotherapy based on a unique gene
expression profile. Dr. Ferris’ group is
working toward a therapeutic vaccine that
targets the specific proteins expressed in
HPV-positive and HPV-negative cancers.
If successful, scientists could use these
gene expression patterns as potential bio-
markers to detect head and neck cancer
earlier and treat it more effectively.  

DURING MY LIFETIME, I NEVER THOUGHT I WOULD

SEE THE DAY WHEN CERVICAL CANCER COULD BE

PREVENTED BY A SIMPLE VACCINATION. 

UPMC Cancer Centers4 University of Pittsburgh Cancer Institute 5

AT LAST,
A SHOT OF 
PREVENTION

continued
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At the University of Pittsburgh Cancer Institute
(UPCI) physician-researchers are using the
study of proteins to make advances in the way
cancer and other diseases are detected,
treated, and managed.

Proteomics is an emerging biomedical discipline
that analyzes the body’s proteins and their
interactions on the cellular level.

“Understanding how cancer cells work, what
proteins are present, and how they interact with
each other will lead to the discovery of better
diagnostic markers and therapeutic targets,”
says Thomas Conrads, PhD, co-director of
the Clinical Proteomics Facility at UPCI.   

Dr. Conrads, who recently joined UPCI from
the National Cancer Institute, is working with
colleagues at the UPCI Clinical Proteomics
Facility to develop a method of observing cancer
at the protein level using mass spectrometry.
Mass spectrometry allows researchers to measure
the presence, level, structure, and function of
proteins in cells. 

From these observations they hope to identify
protein patterns that may lead to earlier diagnosis
of cancer and also determine which proteins
are likely to respond to various treatments.

“This information also can help interpret the
function of individual proteins and establish
errors in protein pathways found in disease,
making it possible to develop more effective,
less toxic treatments,” says Dr. Conrads.

Dr. Conrads and his team are currently leading
a breast cancer study involving the protein
HER-2 and the drug Herceptin.

HER-2 is an important protein whose expression
level has been associated with aggressive forms
of breast cancer — the second leading cause of
cancer-related deaths of women in the United
States. Herceptin has been shown to be an

effective treatment for HER-2 breast cancer.
The drug specifically targets a particularly
aggressive form of breast cancer and has a 
relatively low toxicity if used accurately.

“We have developed a method for detection
and measurement of HER-2 in breast cancer
patients using mass spectrometry, and are
using this information to regulate the
patient’s Herceptin therapy,” Dr. Conrads
explains. “This method should enable better
screening leading to more accurate treatment
of patients.  This patient-specific screening is
the first step toward personalized medicine,
where one of the goals is to avoid exposing
patients with inappropriately high levels of
toxic therapies that may cause more harm
than good. This is just one example where a
single observation leads to such an important
treatment decision.” 

The HER-2 study is one example of how pro-
teomics can not only detect disease, but also
can drive protocol and disease management.  

Research at the Clinical Proteomics Facility
is funded through collaborative institutional
sources including: UPMC, UPCI, grants
from the National Institutes of Health (NIH),
the National Science Foundation (NSF), and
the Department of Defense (DOD).

The DOD also funds a large study at the UPCI
Clinical Proteomics Facility — in collaboration
with the Walter Reed Army Medical Research
Institute — of endometrial cancer tissue biopsies
to find biomarkers for early diagnosis.  

The goal of this study is to discover protein
biomarkers that can be measured and applied
to diagnosing endometrial cancer at earlier

stages. This information would form the
foundation to develop clinical analyses to
predict the presence of endometrial cancer. It
also could prove to be a critical component to
the therapeutic decision process and treatment
protocol for endometrial cancer patients by
giving clinicians an early indication of the
aggressiveness of the primary tumor. 

Proteomics, like genomics, is forging new
pathways for treatment of many diseases,
including cancer.  

“Currently, the most promising application
for proteomics is in the screening of protein
biomarkers for certain diseases,” says Dr.
Conrads. “Armed with these technologies,
the impending era of individualized patient-
tailored therapy is imminent.”

Better cancer detection and treatment may lie in a single drop of blood
OF PROTEOMICSTHEScience

by Amyjo McDade

The sequencing of the human genome is one of

the greatest scientific discoveries of our time,

leading to great strides in the fields of medicine

and biotechnology. But researchers have only just

begun to unravel the role it will play in identifying

and treating various diseases — including cancer.
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A
diagnosis of cancer is overwhelming
enough — patients shouldn’t have to
deal with the additional stress of
navigating the patient care system.
This is the basic premise behind
new quality improvement initiatives
being implemented at Hillman
Cancer Center and throughout the
UPMC Cancer Centers network.Initiatives target enhancement of the patient experience

N A V I G A T I N G  T H E  R O A D
T O  Q U A L I T Y  C A R E

by Alan Gintzler and Betsy Martinelli
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There are already measurable signs of improve-
ment. For example, in the surgical clinic the
registration staff schedules patients who will
require a shorter visit during a dedicated block
of time to improve flow, resulting in a 43 percent
reduction in wait times. Another example of
process improvement is in blood collection
and turnaround of lab results. Through a
system of pre-registration and a reduction of
redundant work, lab wait time has decreased
by more than 50 percent.

The effectiveness of the quality improvement
initiatives are continually gauged through
follow-up surveys and weekly monitoring.
Patients have also been responsive to and
appreciative of the continuing improvements.
“Patients know we are listening as they’ve
seen positive changes based on their input
and continue to give us feedback and ideas 
for enhancements,” says Ms. Lorenz. “Our
staff have been key to this transformation as
our culture and focus becomes even more
patient centric.”

O
11University of Pittsburgh Cancer InstituteUPMC Cancer Centers10

More than 36,000 new patients are evaluated
for hematologic and oncologic disorders at
UPMC Cancer Centers each year. At Hillman
alone there has been a more than 170 percent
increase in patient volume since it opened in
September 2002.

“We grew very quickly, so we needed to refocus
on the processes and infrastructure to support
that growth,” says Holly Lorenz, RN, MSN,
vice president and chief operating officer,
Clinical Services, UPMC Cancer Centers. “It
was important to take a step back to identify
ways we can make the patient experience as
meaningful and seamless as possible.”

Under the leadership of Ms. Lorenz, a number
of patient-focused quality improvement initiatives
are transforming the scope of the patient
experience — from parking to visit wait time
to ease of scheduling appointments.

At the heart of these initiatives are the patients
themselves, who are providing input to the
process through many avenues including surveys
designed to measure perceptions and a newly
established Patient Advisory Group. “By involving
patients in our process we are able to view the
patient experience through their eyes — targeting
improvements where they will have the greatest
impact for our patients,” explains Ms. Lorenz.

The first step in engaging patient feedback was
the launch of a Patient Greeter Program. A team
of more than 20 administrators, clinical staff, and
patient educators participated in the greeter
initiative, which incorporated distribution of
surveys and personal interviews with patients
to gauge their treatment experience. While most

patients had glowing comments about the care
they received, they were not as complimentary
about some of the processes. Concerns ranging
from simple needs — such as a lack of clocks
and signage, to more global issues including
extended patient wait times — were identified
through the greeter program.

“Some of the concerns identified were just
common sense things that could be easily fixed,
such as installing clocks or installing bathroom
doors that open more easily,” says Ms. Lorenz.
“We are continuing to tackle the more complex
issues by rethinking operations to improve
flow and make the patient’s care as seamless
as possible.”

The Patient Advisory Group, comprised of
patients, family members, physicians, admin-
istrators, and front-line managers provides a
dynamic forum for communication — outside
of the examination room. The resulting dialogue
has led to targeted interventions to increase
efficiency and build a more responsive culture
of patient-centered care.

One member of the group, Alan Green, a 30-
year veteran of health care administration and
practice management who is also a cancer
patient currently in remission, brings a unique
perspective to the group. “Best practices for
consistency in care are absolutely essential to

this environment,”
Mr. Green says.
“Every patient who
walks through the
door should have a
good experience.”

Another tool implemented at Hillman Cancer
Center to facilitate communication of and
response to concerns and complaints is a
Patient Care Hotline. The patient care line,
412-623-CARE (2273), was established as a help
chain for patients and families. Anyone requiring
assistance or experiencing delays may call this
number during their visit and have an immediate
response by the patient relations staff.  

At the grassroots level, a Most Valued Patient
(MVP) program was begun to address problems
before they become patient complaints. The
MVP program establishes a method to effectively
address concerns before they escalate. The
program is based on the acronym “ABOVE”
which employs the protocol of:

• apologizing for the patient’s inconvenience
• being a listener to the patient’s concern
• owning the solution to the problem
• valuing patient feedback
• expressing thanks to the patient

Additionally, staff members receive ongoing
education and suggestions to improve patient
communication. Managers reinforce this patient-
centered culture through positive feedback and
ongoing support. “We want staff to realize
that it’s not just high tech that’s important to
patients, we also need to be high touch,”
explains Ms. Lorenz.

Q U A L I T Y  I N I T I A T I V E S

M

Patients know we are 
listening as they’ve seen
positive changes based on
their input and continue
to give us feedback and
ideas for enhancements.

When William Dickson George III (“Dick”) was a patient at Hillman Cancer
Center in 2005, he and his family became aware of a need for a more personal
way to help many first-time patients or patients who visit Hillman alone.
Having experienced the stresses of cancer, they knew that having an advocate
in the clinical setting can make a big difference.

Dick’s sisters, Nonie Wyckoff and Madelaine McCrady and niece, Shelley
Clement, chose to turn their family’s challenges into a more positive experience
for other patients visiting Hillman. They established The Patient Advocacy
Program Fund, raising more than $95,000 to support a patient liaison
position at Hillman Cancer Center. The position, which was launched in the
spring of 2007, provides on-site assistance to patients and their families
while waiting for a physician visit or treatment.

Patient liaison Lynda Staylor plays a vital role in making
the patient experience at Hillman as seamless as possible —
offering guidance and support when patients need it most.
Lynda’s interaction with patients and family members is
demonstrated daily through her keen ability to anticipate
needs and provide assistance. Always considering the
unique individuality of each patient, Lynda keeps patients
informed, helping to alleviate the anxiety sometimes

associated with an appointment.  Additionally, comfort foods, warm blankets,
and special activities have been designed to enhance the overall patient/family
experience. She has even accompanied patients who are alone to an
appointment to provide emotional support.

Dick’s family feels that it is incredibly rewarding to see how well the constant,
universal needs for compassionate communication are being enhanced at
Hillman through the patient liaison position — making a vital difference as
Hillman continues to grow.

Turning Challenges into Positives
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hat is a clinical trial? The short answer,
clinical trials are research studies in
which people help doctors find ways
to improve health and, in this case,

new cancer treatments. However, for many
people, clinical trials are so much more.

Meet Bob Burnett. After being diagnosed
with prostate cancer in 2002, Bob underwent
a prostatectomy. After the operation Bob’s
doctor told him that his PSA numbers had
gone up slightly, an indication that cancer
cells could be growing again.    

Like many cancer patients, Bob had a lot of
questions about his cancer and treatment
options. He recalls discussing his options
with his oncologist. Bob’s doctor suggested
a clinical trial that might help lower his PSA
numbers, and slow the growth of the
cancer. “My doctor talked to me about
some of my concerns,” explains Bob. “Not
just about clinical trials, but also about
enhancing my quality of life.”

Most advances in the diagnosis and treatment
of cancer have occurred because of clinical
trials that study the effect of cancer treatments
such as surgery, radiation therapy, chemo-
therapy, and biological therapy. These trials
not only benefit patients, who are receiving 

cutting-edge treatments, but they also are
helping to advance medical science. 

While the importance of clinical trials in
improving the prevention and treatment of
cancer is undeniable, the reality is only a
small percentage of adult cancer patients
participate in clinical trials.

Bob has decided to take an active role in
educating other cancer patients and their
families about cancer clinical trials. Bob is one
of eight patients being featured in the new
UPMC Cancer Centers’ interactive website
designed to help cancer patients and their
families learn about cancer clinical trials.  

“People need to know what’s out there, and
to take advantage of any opportunity to find
a new cure or treatment,” says Bob. “Cancer
will not go away simply by wishing it away.”

“Clinical trials are extremely important as
more and more cancer drugs and treatments
are developed and need to be tested,” says
Samuel Jacobs, MD, associate director of
clinical investigations at UPCI and UPMC
Cancer Centers. “Unfortunately, many cancer
patients have fears and misconceptions
about these trials.”

To combat these misconceptions, Dr. Jacobs
put together a team consisting of Valerie
Monaco, PhD; Beth Simon; DrPH, MSN,
RN; and Suzanne Pozzani to develop a
website to educate patients and encourage
greater participation. The team partnered
with MedRespond, a company founded to
commercialize a Carnegie Mellon University-
patented technology called the Synthetic
Interview™ which forms the basis for the
site’s capabilities.

Also lending their expertise are Dwight
Heron, MD, director of radiation oncology
services, UPMC Cancer Centers, and
Marguerite Bonaventura, MD, assistant
professor, division of surgical oncology,
UPMC Cancer Centers.

“Many times, a patient is overwhelmed by
the volume of information presented to them
by their oncologist,” explains Dr. Jacobs. “The
idea behind the website is to give patients
the opportunity to ask the questions they
are interested in and get answers directly
from patients and physicians.”

MEET…
ASK…
UNDERSTAND.  
Patients and physicians give their perspective on cancer clinical trials.

W
The UPMC Cancer Centers’ clinical trials web-
site features interview clips with clinical trial
participants who share their own personal
views and experiences, and allows visitors
to access an extensive menu of clinical trial
topics and terms including:

• why people participate in clinical trials

• side effects and safety

• apprehensions and misconceptions

• how to find a clinical trial

• insurance coverage

• definitions of common terms associated 
with clinical trials

The website is designed to stimulate con-
versation by allowing visitors to ask their
own questions and receive video-based
answers from cancer patients, as well as
medical experts.  

“Our hope is that this site will alleviate
patient fears and provide helpful information
by allowing patients to ask questions from
the privacy of their own homes,” explains
Dr. Jacobs.

The site also addresses minority participation
in clinical trials with a special section devoted
to the legacy of the Tuskegee Syphilis Study
and its impact on the participation of African-
Americans in clinical trials.

In the end, deciding to participate in a clinical
trial is a very personal decision. UPMC Cancer
Centers’ interactive website is a great resource
for patients considering participation in a
cancer clinical trial. However, it also is
important to discuss questions and concerns
with your physician.

ADDRESSING
PATIENT
CONCERNS

www.AskMeAboutCancerClinicalTrials.comAccess the UPMC Cancer Centers Clinical Trials website at

by Amyjo McDade
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E N D OW E D  C H A I R S

An important number of endowed chairs support the mission of the 

UPMC Cancer Centers and the University of Pittsburgh Cancer Institute.

The income generated from endowed chairs enables our scientists and 

clinicians and their teams to strengthen established areas of expertise,

expand new initiatives, and forge new frontiers in science that benefit our

patients and their families now and into the future.

The Claude Worthington Benedum Endowed Chair 

in Radiation Oncology

The Richard M. Cyert Endowed Chair in Molecular Oncology

The Gregory T.H. Davies Endowed Chair 

in Brain Tumor Research and Physician Education

The Lawrence Ellis Endowed Chair 

in Hematology and Oncology

The Bernard Fisher Endowed Chair in Surgical Oncology

The Giant Eagle Foundation Endowed Chair 

in Cancer Genetics

The Hillman Endowed Chair in Oncology

The Arnold Palmer Endowed Chair in Cancer Prevention

The Sampson Family Endowed Chair 

in Thoracic Surgical Oncology

The Sandra and Thomas Usher Endowed Chair in Melanoma

UPMC Endowed Chair in Head and Neck 

Cancer Surgical Research

UPMC Endowed Chair in Lung Cancer Research

______________________________________________________

V I S I O N A RY  S O C I E T Y

These dedicated partners have given or helped to raise a cumulative total 

of $1 million or more in support of cancer research and care.

American Cancer Society, Inc.

The Giant Eagle Foundation

Highmark Foundation

Elsie H. and Henry L. Hillman

The Henry L. Hillman Foundation

The Hillman Foundation

Family and Friends of Albert P. Knowles

New Era Cap Charitable Foundation and Family 

and Friends of David C. Koch

Mario Lemieux Foundation

Richard King Mellon Foundation

Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation

Arnold D. Palmer 2003 Charitable Trust

Mark E. Pasquerilla

PNC Financial Services Group and PNC Foundation

Myles D. Sampson* and Family

Sandra and Thomas Usher

Wheeler Family Charitable Trust

* deceased

FA M I LY  L E G AC Y  S O C I E T Y

Often, a personal experience with cancer or the loss of a loved one to 

the disease spurs a family to establish funds that honor a patient or 

caregiver through support of continuing efforts to better detect, prevent,

and treat cancer.

Suzanne Hill Alfano Endowment for Lung Cancer Research

Nathan S. Arenson Fund for Pancreatic Cancer Research

Beckwith Family Foundation 

Endowed Research Scholars Program

The Heidi Browning 

Endowed Ovarian Cancer Research Scholars Fund

Ruth C. Brufsky Fund for Clinical Research 

on Pancreatic Cancer

Patti Burns Fund

Dr. Joan G. Gaines Breast Cancer Research Fund

Stuart Goodman Brain Cancer Memorial Fund

Peter E. Hackney Fund for Pancreatic Cancer Research

Harvey G. Herberman, MD Memorial Cancer Research Fund

Dr. Herbert E. Jacob Memorial Fund

Barbara Klump Memorial Scholarship Fund

Albert P. Knowles Research Fund

David C. Koch Memorial Fund

Mario Lemieux Patient Care and Cancer Research Fund

Scott Limbach Entrepreneurial Center

Stanley M. Marks, MD Endowed Research Fund

Drew Mathieson Entrepreneurship Fund

James A. Mollica Jr. Research Endowment Fund

PNC Innovation Fund

Michael J. Parada Research Fund

Mark E. and Leah M. Pasquerilla Women’s Cancer Research Fund

Pasquerilla Cancer Genomics and Proteomics Research Fund

The Spang Translational Research Core Facility

Joseph and Giovanna Tarquinio Memorial Fund

Wayne Fusaro Pancreatic Cancer Research Fund

Dr. Leonard S. Zombek Memorial Fund

A N N UA L  G I V I N G

The Annual Fund provides vital support for the operation of

clinical programs, basic and clinical research programs,

recruitment of new physicians and scientists, seed money

support, medical and patient education, and outreach programs.

Those listed have made sustained annual investments at the

following designated levels.

______________________________________________________

C I R C L E  O F  H O P E

The Circle of Hope honors individuals, family foundations, and privately

held companies that make contributions of $10,000 or more in a 

calendar year. This list recognizes those who were members in 2006 and

through 2007 to the time of publication.

Anonymous (2)

Adams Capital Management

American Municipal Securities 

at the direction of Janet and Robert Cline

Bruce Americus

Patrice and Robert Americus

Alfred R. Barbour

Rosalie Barsotti and Tony Poli

Cherie Bartel

Dorothy B. and G. Nicholas Beckwith III

Alice and Jim Beckwith

Mary Ann and Charles Bogosta

Barbara and Gary K. Bowser Sr.

Susan and Michael Boyle

Leslie and Matthew Braksick

Sonia and Robert Browning

Jill Brufsky, PharmD, and Adam Brufsky, MD, PhD

Tamar and Seth Brufsky

The Caliban Foundation

Barbara and Gerald E. Chait

Susan and Alan Citron

Carl Citron

Shelley and Henry L. Clement III

Sandra S. and Richard A. Cohen

Caryn and Sam Covelli

Barbara Ann and Robert A. Crown

Randi and L. Van Dauler Jr.

Jamini Vincent Davies

Devra Davis, PhD, MPH, and Richard D. Morgenstern, PhD

Ann and Edward Dunlap

Mary Jo and Terry Dunlap

Mary Lou and Richard Durr

Lori and Peter Ellis, MD

Diane Faust and Barry Lembersky, MD

Berrylin Ferguson, MD, and Kenneth McCarty, MD, PhD

Milton and Sheila Fine

Stephanie and Thomas Flannery

Kim H. and Curtis D. Fleming

Foster Charitable Foundation at the recommendation of 

Issie and Lee Foster, Barbara and Bernard Mars, 

Wendy Mars, PhD, and Peter Mars

Fountainhead Foundation at the recommendation 

of Charles Bitzer

Jane K. France and Christian L. Allison

Rebecca Garrett, MD and Kenneth Foon, MD

The Genge Family

Merle E. and Olive Lee Gilliand Foundation

Ellen Goodman

Sandra and Lee Goodman

Gott Family Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. T.C. Graham

Bonnie and Jonathan Gray

Thomas B. Grealish

Marcia and Stanley Gumberg

Sara and Alan Guttman

Susan G. and Barney C. Guttman

Joseph Hardy, Sr.

Hawksglen Foundation

Teresa Heinz and The Heinz Endowments

Heidi and Robert E. Heltzel 

Dara and John Henne

Harriett L. and Ronald B. Herberman, MD

Margaret M. and John B. Hill, MD

Elsie H. and Henry L. Hillman

Joan and Daniel Hilson

Thanks to the continuing support of our donors, the University of Pittsburgh Cancer Institute and UPMC
Cancer Centers are translating new discoveries in the laboratory into effective methods for preventing,
detecting, and treating cancer. Gifts received during fiscal year 2007 are bringing renewed hope to cancer
patients and their families in our region and beyond. It is with deepest gratitude that we recognize our
partners — individuals, families, businesses, corporations, foundations, and organizations — for their
ongoing support of our mission to build a future without cancer.

thepower of
partnership
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Cathy and Sy Holzer

Jean and Samuel Jacobs, MD

Betsy and Robert Kampmeinert

Greta and Amin Kassam, MD

Tricia and William Kassling

Dini Katz 

Karen and Joseph L. Kelley III, MD

Maryann and Edward Kilkeary

Kathryn and Cary Klein

Koch Family

Valerie R. Koch

Curtis I. Kossman Foundation

Laura and Claude Kronk

Beth and Michael Kuhn

Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth Lehn

Nathalie and Mario Lemieux

Robert Levin

Sally Levin

Shelley and Jeffrey Lipton

Paula M. Lockhart

Louise Blackman Tollefson Family Foundation

Christine and James D. Luketich, MD

Maggie Hardy Magerko and Peter Magerko

Reena and Baljeet Mahal, MD

David J. Malone

Stanley M. Marks, MD

Mars Family Charitable Foundation

Myrna and Mark Mason

Kevin McClatchy

L. Colvin and Madelaine McCrady

Linda and David McKamish

Michele McKenney and Charles C. Cohen

Kathleen and David McSorley

Tracy and Ken Melani, MD

Moody and Associates, Inc.

Jane and Edward Moravitz

Donald A. Mosites

Theresa Whiteside Nimick, PhD, and Thomas H. Nimick Jr.

Peggy and Jack Offenbach

Saundra and Gene O’Sullivan

Kit and Arnold D. Palmer

Leah M. Pasquerilla

Lisa and Mark E. Pasquerilla

Kathleen and Demetrios Patrinos

Mary Jane and Joe Platt Jr.

Donald Plung

Hilary Tyson and Charles Porter

David Rath

Diana and Frank Rath

Lillian S. Rath

Joseph Rattner Memorial Endowment Fund

Riggs Industries, Inc.

Roesch Family Foundation

Stefania and Jeffrey Romoff

Cynthia Roth and James Kunkel, MD

Diane and Cliff Rowe Jr.

Linda and Jim Rumbaugh

Abby and Reid Ruttenberg

Kim and Ben Sampson

Myles D. Sampson*

Ritchie Scaife

Cindy and Keith M. Schappert

Mikell and A. William Schenck III

David S. Shapira

Edith Shapira, MD, and Mark Schmidhofer, MD

Barbara and Herbert Shear

Jacqueline and Jeffrey Shogan, MD

Gayle and William Simpson

Sharon and Bob Slagle

Rebecca C. Snyder

G. Whitney Snyder Charitable Foundation

Patricia and William Snyder

Stork Foundation

Marcia and Perry Swanson

Pamela and Markos Tambakeras

Tippins Foundation

Gayle L. Tissue and Yiannis Kaloyeropoulos

Sandra and Thomas Usher

Bonnie W. and Tom L. VanKirk, Esq.

Kristina and William Watts

Marilyn and Norman Weizenbaum

Wheeler Family Charitable Trust

Priscilla and Joseph Whiteside

Josephine and S. Donald Wiley

Enid and Richard Wood, PhD

Eleanore (Nonie) G. Wyckoff

William D. George Wyckoff

Joanne and Alan Ziperstein

* deceased

______________________________________________________

L E A D E R S H I P  C I R C L E

($5,000 - $9,999)

Nadine E. Bognar

Elizabeth and Michael Concordia

William S. Conover II

Malindi Davies

Kim G. Davis

Mary Jane and Carl G. Grefenstette

Susan and Michael W. D. Howell

A. Richard Kacin

Ruth Ann E. and Eugene J. Klein

Richard P. Krieger

George Thomas Matthews

Beth and Robert W. Meyer

Brian J. O’Mara

Thelma Snyder, DMD

Trudy and Lawrence M. Wagner

______________________________________________________

PA R T N E R S  F O R  P R O G R E S S

($1,000 - $4,999)

Jodi and Bryan B. Amos, DMD

Richard W. Antemann, MD

Jill and Dennis L. Astorino

Kimberly and Peter M. Augustine

George D. Baker

Eugene Bang

Elaine Bellin

Marilyn and Guy P. Berner

Emily and Ronald Bianchini

Renard L Biltgen

Sheryl and Jeffrey S. Broadhurst

Alexia Burland

Tracy Seewald, MD, and Steven A. Burton, MD

Brenda and Joseph L. Calihan

Paul S. Caplan, MD

Mary and George M. Cheever

Lisa M. Cibik, MD

Mark Conboy

Tonja and Alex Condron

Catherine and James M. Cookman

Mary and William G. Cramer

Robert E. Crawford

Ornella Mary Dachille

Barbara Wheeler Davies and Randy Arlen Davies

Nancy B. and Peter V. Del Presto

Benjamin P. Dell

Dolores and Joseph W. DeNardo

Ellen and David L. DeNinno

Patricia and Paul I. Detwiler Jr.

Patricia and James C. Dewar

Janet and William J. Donahue

Kathryn J. Olivier and Charles T. Dooly

Laura and Alfred P. Doyle, MD

Lowrie C. Ebbert

Susan and Eric Eichler

Tracy and J. Clifford Forrest

Patricia and Thomas H. Frauenheim

Richard  C. Galiardo

Michael Gaviser

Joseph Mathew Gaydos Jr.

Sylvia and Benjamin H. Getty

Martha and James A. Gingrich

Susan and Mark P. Gitomer

J. Roger Glunt Donor Fund of the Homebuilding

Community Foundation

Lara L. Gorton

Jennifer Grandis, MD, and Donald J. Grandis, MD

Nancy Hamilton

Jennifer and John M. Hanley

Jane and James R. Helvey III

Peter Karlovich and Steven Herforth Jr.

Tracy and J. Craig Hill

Mary and Thomas M. Hill

William M. Holtzer

Margaret Ferry Houston, Esq., and John D. Houston II

Cecelia and Frank G. Jaworowski

Suneet Kamath

Michele I. Kass

Dennis J. Kelleher

Carol F. Kelley

James E. Kelly, Esq.

Nancy R. Kunkle

Sebastian Lewis

Brian Limbach

Linda and Eric Limbach

Debra and Kurt Limbach

Carol and Mark Limbach

Judith K. and Ronald G. Linaburg, DMD

Terri and Timothy J. Logan

F. L. Lunson

Grace and Kevin J. Markum

Joan Marshall

Carolyn and Joseph A. Massaro Jr.

Janet and Dennis C. McCarthy

Leah M. McCullough

David W. Mehlman

Emily Solomon Mendelson

Yuan Chang, MD, and Patrick S. Moore, MD

Nancy and Carl R. Moulton

Eliza and Hugh Nevin Jr.

Sandy and Clark Nicklas

Michelle and Adam S. Parker

Joseph Radic

Leo A. Ressa

Kirsten and Richard J. Reynolds

Barbara and Michael Ridpath and Betty Nunemaker

Carl L. Rinaldi

Peter D. Ritter

Louisa S. Rosenthal

Lindalee and Robert Ross

Ellen Ascherman Roth, PhD, and Loren H. Roth, MD

Nancy Rozendal

Margaret and Robert G. Runnette

Antonio Sacconaghi

Pat and Theodore N. Shaffer

Christine and Thomas Shapero

Finbar Sheehy

Elizabeth and Eric Shiring

Jeffrey Wayne Spear, Esq.

Valerie J. Stabile

Frank C. Steffan

Jennifer Swanson 

Diane and Regis J. Synan

Karen and Joseph E. Trainor Sr.

Aimee and James M. Usher

Abigail and Robert P. Van Brugge

Suzanne and Richard L. Wagner

Lisa and Peter J. Walsh

Peter B. Waltman

Jeffry J. Williamson

Maureen and Thomas R. Wright

Phyllis Wroblewski

Nancy and Donato Bernard Zucco, PhD

______________________________________________________

C H A M P I O N S

($500 - $999)

William J. Adams

Barbara J. and P. David Adelson, MD

Nicholas James Alfano

Donna and Esteban Amaro

Mark Barbustiak

Rebecca Jones Beward

Sarah and Rod Bourgeois

Nancy Tressel Brown

Liu Lun-Li Chen, MD, and Alex Chen, MD

Susan B. Clancy

Ronald Cohen

Kelli and Robert W. Cook

Walter Coury

Carolyn E. Damasio

Philomena M. Demeter

Deborah Detchon Dodds, Esq.

Mary Jo and Terry L. Dunlap

Ruth D. Egler

Greg Ewing

Lisa and Steven A. Fanelli

David R. Fitzsimmons

The Honorable Ronald L. Francis Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Tim Freer

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Frizzell

Janet and Christopher J. Gilson

E. Jeanne Gleason

Sally Weigler Golden and Thomas B. Golden Jr.

Anna Lokshin, PhD, and Peter Gordon

James R. Grundtisch

Jacqueline Haley

Edward Harrell

Susan and David H. Hicks

Charles B. Hintz

William A. Hite

Anthony Horbal

Maya and William S. Hyland

Susan Rita Kinsey, PhD

Mary Knowles and Ken Burgess

Frank Kopfer

Alyson and Kenneth Lane

Helen Wettach Lang

Byeong Chel Lee, PhD

Claire Berland Levine and Lawrence Levine

Julia and Scott A. Lewis

Kerry and David Liles

Rebecca Lipman

Mignon Love and Waldemar J. Love

Annette and Gary Luchini

Lisa and John F. Magoun

Laura Marie Marcolina

Helen B. Marquard and Curtis R. Marquard

Jean-Pierre Maurandy

Anne and William D. McConnel

Dr. Gerald Richard Medwick

Constance and Bruce W. Morrison

Ann and Charles Munson

Frances Subin Newberg and Jerry Newberg

George A. Griffith and Thomas J. O’Brien

Kathryn Ann Paladino, PhD, and Peter T. Paladino Jr., Esq.

David Parizer

Tammy and James S. Patterson

Shawn Garrett Pobiner, DMD

John Pohlman

Louis E. Polakoff

Geoffrey Porges

Stephen R. Powers

Deborah and Dr. Anthony Ricottone

Mona B. Roodman and Dr. Garson David Roodman

Jeffrey Rubenstein

Maureen and Dr. Richard J. Saab

Martin Salomon

Mary Kathryn Schneider and Charles Jacob Schneider

Robert E. Schoen, MD, MPH

Joseph Shaw Jr.

Mary Gluth and Richard Skubak

Marie and Kevin J. St. Pierre

Pamela A. and Steven A. Stepanian II

Rachel D. Stephaich, DDS, MPH, MPIA, and Peter H. Stephaich

Jean and Charles J. Stout

Cindy and David P. Swanson

Lari and Steven B. Taylor

Dina Raynolds and Vincent Trantolo

James C. Travis

Sue Turner and Charles H. Turner

Edward Udicious

James B. Vincent

John B. Vincent

Loretta J. Wahl, MD

Susan E. Weintraub

Michael J. Werner 

Elisabetta and Kurt Wiedenhaupt

Mary Ann Wilner

Lisa Wolf

Mike Yannazio

Donna and Stuart A. Zlotnik

Walter R. Zoladz III

______________________________________________________

A M B A S S A D O R S

($250 - $499)

Florence L. Allen

Donald B. Arnheim

Anna and Thomas J. Balestrieri

Kathryn  A. Barbustiak

Kathie Barlow

David P. Bartels, OD

Todd R. Bault

Dr. Barbara A. Dappert and Michael J. Becich, MD, PhD

Victoria and Dane Benko

Evelyn and Craig N. Bernhardt

Ann and Paul Richard Bridges

Aaron Byrd

Frances J. Caplan, EdD

Paul J. Cardillo

Rosemary M. and Paul C. Cercone

Meaghan Chainani

Annemarie Chambers

J. Brad Chambers

Alice and David  E. Chanover

Barbara and Andrew Cherwaty

Peter W. Choi

Connie and Bruce T. Cleevely

Lisa and Frederick Guy Clerici

Susan H. Cox

Al Crichton
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Solenture, Inc.

Speed Motor Express of W.N.Y., Inc.

The Hillman Company

UPS

Workflow One

($1,000 - $4,999)

Alliance Capital Management Corporation

American Coaster Co., Inc.

American Society of Hematology

Barudan America, Inc.

Bell Manufacturing Company

BGI interiors

BHNT Architects, PC

Bison Baseball Inc.

Boncraft Incorporated

Bond Schoeneck & King, PLLC

Bristol-Myers Squibb Company

Cadpro, Inc.

Colgate-Palmolive Company

Curbell

Eagle Buckram Co., Inc.

Eastman Machine Company

EEI Communications

Eyetique Corp.

Fabric Czar Usa, Inc.

Family & Friends of Nancy Porada Giesmann

Finish Line

Fiserv SourceOne

Fox Chapel Crew, Inc.

Fox Sports Net Pittsburgh, LLC

Genesco

Global One Headwear

Grubb & Ellis Company

H & K Publications, Inc.

Hannan Executive Services Inc.

HealthNow New York, Inc.

Heartland Homes Inc.

ImClone Systems, Incorporated

IP Logic

Ironclad Authentics

Jendoco Construction Corporation

John Hancock Financial Services, Inc.

Kensington Financial Services, Inc.

Lawley Agency Insurance

M&T Bank

M&T Insurance Agency, Inc.

Marshall Elevator Company

Mellon Bank NA

Merrill Lynch

Murtha for Congress Committee

North Hills Senior High

Nuveen Investments

Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart, PC

Partners In Change, Inc.

Philadelphia Phillies

Polakoff Sports Sales Inc.

Pro Towels, Etc.

Rural Ridge Jeff Allen Oldies Dance

Simon Malls

Smith Barney

Speed Transportation

Susquehanna International Group, LLP

Systems Management/Planning, Inc.

The Martin Group, LLC

The Performance Group, LLC

TimBar Packaging & Display

United eWay

Walnut Neville Commons, LP

William H. Prentice, Incorporated

($250 - $999)

Accordia Global Compliance Group

Adelphoi Village

American & Efird, Inc.

Amerikohl Mining, Incorporated

Buffalo Wheelchair, Inc.

Canada Hair Cloth

Carlow University

Carr Textile Corporation

Centria

Cozza Enterprises, LLC

Creative Displays & Packaging, Inc.

Cumbo Inc.

Derrick Corporation

Ditto

Eaton Office Supply Co., Inc.

Edison Mission Energy

Employees of Alston Power Energy

Employees of New Era Cap Company, Incorporated

Employees of Rimco Properties, Inc.

F.O.E. PA. State Auxiliary

F.O.E. New Kensington Auxiliary 533

Fahringer, McCarty, Grey, Inc.

Fifth Third Bank

Florida Marlins, LP

Fox Chapel High School Walk-a-Thon for Cancer Research

Franklin Regional School District

Fraternal Order of Eagles Auxiliary 533

Friends & Co-Workers 

from Bechtel Bettis of Michael Ziemba

Friends at Babst, Calland, Clements, Zomnir, PC

Friends from Young Brothers - Butler

Friends of Dolores Holtzer

Friends of Donna Lee Stotler

Friends of Joshua Jackson

Goya Foods Great Lakes

Great Lakes Environmental & Safety, Inc.

Harris Beach PLLC

Harwick Homes Construction, Inc.

Hergenroeder Rega Sommer, LLC

Hewlett-Packard

Holiday Lanes Inc.

Holiday Park Volunteer Fire Department

Industrial Power & Lighting Corp.

Information Technolgy Department, PPG Industries

In-House Dental Services

Intermodal Air, Inc.

InterPublic Group

Jake Connor Crew, Inc.

James Services

JDK Design

John V. Smith Contracting, Inc.

JSP International LLC.

Landmark Event Staffing Services, Inc.

Langan Engineering Environmental Services Inc.

Lia Agency, Inc.

MediaQuest

Michael P. Rade, MD, PC

Milliken & Company

Murrysville-Export Rotary Club

NBA Properties, Inc.

Neighbors of Gladys Maxin

Neighbors of Grace Shelton

Northern Interiors Corporation

Office of the Federal Public Defender

Partners In Sports

Peak Vista Family Dentistry, PC

Pennco Oil Company, Inc.

Pennsylvania State Police Troop M

Reading Muhlenberg Votech

Robert Morris University

Rotary Club of Cranberry-Sunrise

RP Sales, Inc.

S. M. Cristall Company, Inc.

S. Powell Construction Company

San Diego Padres LP

Saperston Asset Management, Inc.

Selections by Genea & Eric

Shadyside Choices, Inc.

Spearhead Transportation Serivces, Inc.

Sports Horizons West, Inc.

Springdale High School

Texas First Energy, LLC

The Institute For Transfusion Medicine

The United Way of Washington County

Thorp, Reed & Armstrong, LLP

Three River Power Sweep, Inc

United Ways of New England

UNO Restaurants, LLC

UPMC Cancer Center Employees

Vickey Merryman, Queen’s Jewel Box

Victor Forstmann, Inc.

Ward Bouwsma Trust

WGRZ.COM

______________________________________________________

F O U N DAT I O N S

UPMC Cancer Centers and the University of Pittsburgh Cancer Institute

gratefully acknowledge the foundations that have provided support of

$250 or more to further our mission.

Ayers Foundation

Meyer & Merle Berger Family Foundation, Inc.

Buffalo Bills Alumni Foundation Inc.

Buffalo Sabres Foundation

Anne Crichton

Lynn E. and John Davis

Lila I. Decker

Sylvia Diez

Gary Dille

Lynn Ann and Michael J. Dolan II

Lydia and David T. Dorko

Mary Ruth Sampson Eckman

Maureen Ann Hurley and Stephen Emery Jr., Esq.

Steven Michael Esposito, Esq.

Gerald E. Feldman

Dr. Robert Louis Ferris

Frank B. Fuhrer III

Lisa Gabrieli

Kim M. Galle

Marie M. and Floyd R. Ganassi

Katie and Aidan P. Gillespie

Ian J. Gordon

Jennifer and Charles M. Greenberg

Donna and Robert A. Gryboski Jr.

Kerry Ann and William L. Guinan

Kenneth C. Haddad

Dennis W. Herbenick

Jodi C. Hirsh

Matthew Holtzman

Pablo Hong-Barco, MD

Jean L. Hort

Richard A. Hundley

Sandra L. and Dr. Edward A. Jaeger

Sally and Lewis K. Johnson 

Jennifer and Mark P. Johnson 

Paulette Johnson, PhD

Serdar Kalaycioglu

Susan L. and Richard Kim

Katherine and Jordan M. Klein

Frank W. Knisley

Florence Kaufman Krell

Jamie Kurke

Dolores and Dr.  John D. Kyriacopoulos

Mary M. Lee

Cathryn and Dr.  Lowell Levine

James A. Lozano

Jamie Markovich

Susan and David McAnally

Lisa McVay

Barbara S. Mendlowitz

Ann and Ralph S. Michael III

Sandra L. and Henry A. Mordoh

Dana and Daniel A. Nestel

Robin and Patrick M. O’Connell

Dana and Gregory B. Pearce

John Pitarresi

Marilyn and Dr. Thomas J. Quatroche Sr.

Janet and Suresh C. Ramanathan

Candy and John C. Regan

Anne G. and Scott W. Reid

Raquel and Judah A. Rifkin

Carol and Patrick R. Riley

Mona and Robert W. Riordan

Susan and Joseph G. Robinson Jr.

Rachel A. Samson

Fred Schmitt

Kimberly Beth Schriver

Nancy and Samuel A. Scialabba

F. J. Servich

Lois T. and Ross H. Smith Jr., MD

John T. Stabile

Barbara and Louis A. Steiner

Fran and Kirk D. Stephen

Polly and Michael I. Tedesco

Kelly Ann and John Towers

Robin and Charles L. Turner

Tiffany and John P. Vernille III

Uta Werner

Gayle and Timothy  V. Wieseckel

Margaret Ambrass Wilson, PhD and William F. Wilson

Cecily and Joseph W. Yarosz

Marlene W. and John Andrew Yokim

Zachary Young 

Anton A. Zaspel

Jian Yu and Dr. Lin Zhang

Joseph John Zwirecki

______________________________________________________

E S TAT E S  A N D  T R U S T S

UPMC Cancer Centers and the University of Pittsburgh Cancer Institute

gratefully acknowledge gifts from the following individual estates and trusts.

Estate of Heidi L. Browning

Estate of Jane M. Epstine

Ann Russell Trust c/o Ms. Deborah Feckett-Rhode

Estate of Sara Jane Stackpole

______________________________________________________

B U S I N E S S ,  CO R P O R AT I O N S ,  A DVO C AC Y

A S S O C I AT I O N S ,  A N D  OT H E R  G R O U P S

UPMC Cancer Centers and the University of Pittsburgh Cancer 

Institute gratefully acknowledge gifts of $250 or more from businesses,

corporations, advocacy associations, and other groups.

($100,000 + )

C-Change

Fraternity and Sorority Life Office 

at the University of Pittsburgh

Harry J. Lloyd Charitable Trust

Metanexus Institute

sanofi-aventis Group

The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society

United Way of Allegheny County

($50,000 - $99,999)

American Heart Association

American Joint Committee on Cancer

American Society of Clinical Oncology

big Burrito Restaurant Group

Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield

P4 LLC

($25,000 - $49,999)

American Association for Cancer Research

Amgen, Incorporated

GIST Cancer Research Fund

Wabtec Corporation

($10,000 - $24,999)

Abraxis Oncology

Active Media Services, Inc.

Antigenics, Inc.

Aramark Corporation

Babst, Calland, Clements & Zomnir, PC

Friends of Kerry Johnson

Ladies Auxiliary Department of Pennsyslvania

McKesson Corporation

MGI Pharma, Inc.

New York Yankees

Ortho Biotech Products, LP

Pharmion Corporation

Precision Therapeutics

PremCom Corporation

Respironics, Incorporated

Ride for Research

Riggs Industries, Inc.

Ruth’s Chris Steak House

Saks Fifth Avenue

Snyder’s of Hanover, Inc.

The Buncher Company

($5,000 - $9,999)

Alliance Bernstein, LP

BAA USA, Inc.

Burt, Hill

Buzztone.com, Inc.

Celgene Corporation

Comcast

Duane Morris LLP

Eat'n Park Hospitality Group, Inc.

Elliott Company

Employees of Creditors Interchange Receivable

Management, LLC

Enzon Pharmaceuticals

Evans National Bank

FEDEX Trade Networks

Friends from Young Brothers, Inc.

Gay Lesbian Medical Association

Giant Eagle, Incorporated

GPS Construction Services LLC

Hefren-Tillotson, Inc.

LANXESS Corporation

Michael Baker Corporation

Nova Chemicals, Incorporated

Parsons Brinckerhoff Group Administration, Inc.

Phillips Lytle LLP

RSM McGladrey, Incorporated

SAI  Consulting Engineers

Seattle Mariners Baseball Club

Sisterson & Company LLP

Sky Insurance
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The event, hosted by honorary chair Teresa Heinz, and
general chairs Susan and Michael Boyle and Bonnie and
Tom VanKirk, generated nearly $6 million in sponsorships
and contributions for cancer research and patient care.
This included more than $1 million from Teresa Heinz
and The Heinz Endowments in support of the Center
for Environmental Oncology; $1 million from Harriett
and Ronald B. Herberman, MD, to establish the Ronald
B. Herberman, MD, Endowed Cancer Research Fund;
$1 million from the Hillman Foundations to fund

innovative cancer research; and $1 million from the
David S. and Karen A. Shapira Foundation to establish
the Frieda G. and Saul F. Shapira BRCA-Associated
Cancer Research Program. This year’s gala was a
“green” event incorporating environmentally friendly
elements, from the organic menu featuring locally-
grown foods to the program’s messages about cancer
prevention and early detection. Due to the timing of
this publication, donors to this gala will be recognized
in a future publication.

______________________________________________________

Every gift to UPMC Cancer Centers and the University of Pittsburgh Cancer

Institute plays a vital role in advancing research and enhancing patient care.

Unfortunately, space is too limited to list the individual names of donors that

gave gifts at levels of $1 to $249. Please know your support is truly appreciated.

If we have made an error in any name or omitted anyone from this list, please

accept our apologies and notify us at 412-623-4700.

Buncher Family Foundation

Nancy T. William S. Conover II Fund

CTC Foundation

Edward B. Dunlap, Jr. Foundation

Fannie Mae Foundation

Nina Baldwin Fisher Foundation

Flight Attendant Medical Research Institute

Shawn Gaertner Foundation

Merle E. Olive Lee Gilliand Foundation

GlaxoSmithKline Foundation

Gott Family Foundation

Grant Channell Memorial Fund

The Heinz Endowments

Jewish Healthcare Foundation of Pittsburgh

Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation

Multiple Myeloma Research Foundation

NBTA Foundation, Inc.

Next Generation Choices Foundation, Incorporated

New York Yankees Foundation

Elsa U. Pardee Foundation

Pittsburgh Life Sciences Greenhouse

Dee Dee Sacco’s Fight for Life Fund

Joan's Legacy: The Joan Scarangello Foundation

Shadyside Hospital Foundation

Dylan Todd Simonds Foundation, Inc.

G. Whitney Snyder Charitable Fund

The Caliban Foundation

The Curtis I. Kossman Foundation

The Demakos Foundation

The Ellison Medical Foundation

The Hawksglen Foundation

The Henry John Simonds Foundation, Inc.

The Henry L. Hillman Foundation

The Henry Lea Hillman, Jr. Foundation

The Hillman Foundation

The Juliet Ashby Hillman Foundation

The Juliet Lea Hillman Simonds Foundation, Inc.

The Luminescence Foundation, Inc.

The M & T Charitable Foundation

The Marsh Family Foundation

The Mary Hillman Jennings Foundation

The Matthew Hillman Fisher Foundation

The New York Mets Foundation, Inc.

The Orris C. Hirtzel 

and Beatrice Dewey Hirtzel Memorial Fund

The Pittsburgh Foundation

The Deno F. Barsotti Family Fund

The Calihan Fund

The Nancy T. and William S. Conover II Fund

The Jane M. Epstine Charitable Fund No. 2

The Gertrude E. Hellerman Charitable Trust Fund

The Larry Potter Memorial Fund

Theresa L. Whiteside Nimick Fund

The Robert Bensen Meyer, Jr. Foundation, Inc.

The Sturges Foundation

The Summer Lea Hillman Foundation

The Tippins Foundation

The William Talbott Hillman Foundation, Inc.

UB Foundation Activities, Inc.

Wayne Fusaro Pancreatic Cancer Research Fund

Yates-Fund for Cancer Hope

______________________________________________________

U N I T E D  WAY

Donors that designated United Way donations and/or pledges of $250

or more in support of the UPMC Cancer Centers or University of

Pittsburgh Cancer Institute agency codes during the 2006 United Way

Campaign (June 2006 through April 30, 2007)

Anonymous (7)

Richard C. Belasco

Charles Bogosta

Ralph M. Caputo

Linda M. Carter

Molly Ann Crooks

Roseann DeGrazia

Debra and William S. Demchak

Robert A. DeMichiei

Peter Ellis, MD

Alan H. Finegold

Kim H. Fleming

Devyn M. Gimiliano

Sean M. Girdwood

Jack S. Goldsmith

Stacey Heitzenrater

Candace A. Henry

Lawrence E. Henry

Frank J. Huchrowski

Leslie S. Hyde

William R. Johnson

Christopher J. Kairys

Gauri Kiefer, MD

Nancy J. and Stanley J. Lehman

Jeffrey M. Lipton

Linda Long

Holly L. Lorenz

Stanley M. Marks, MD

Gary R. Matthis

Natalie R. Miltenberger

Mike J. Muschick

William R. Newlin

Sean A. O’Rourke

Phillip Rogers

Gregory D. Ross

Douglas L. Schlauch

Bruce J. Schramm

Sally Sekowski

Karen L. Shaffer

Renee L. Shutak

Francis X. Solano

Ken J. Spangler

Patrick M. Stabile

Susan L. Stepchuk

Carole J. Taylor

Linda J. Thomson

Gayle L. Tissue

Bonnie W. and Thomas L. VanKirk, Esq.

Dolores M. Vitvitsky

Susan Voigtsberger

Charles B. Watson

Theresa Whiteside Nimick, PhD

John J. Williamson

Elizabeth Wild Shiring

______________________________________________________

U P M C  C A N C E R  C E N T E R S  A N D  

U P C I  D E V E LO P M E N T  D E PA R T M E N T

Jennifer Raetz, Development Director

Stacy Hoffman, Administrative Coordinator

Kambra McConnel, Major Gifts Officer

Norma J. McGowan, Manager

Jennifer Zazzera, Administrative Coordinator

Jennifer Zgurich, Major Gifts Officer

______________________________________________________

U P M C  C A N C E R  C E N T E R S  A N D  

U P C I  C A P I TA L  C A M PA I G N  CO M M I T T E E

Honorary Campaign Committee
Elsie Hillman
Valerie Koch
Arnold Palmer
Jim Rohr
Tom Usher

Campaign Committee
Susan Boyle
Michael Boyle
Richard Cohen
Richard Durr
Tom Flannery
Kimberly Fleming
Tom Grealish
Barney Guttman
Ronald Herberman, MD
Sy Holzer
William Kassling
Cary Klein
Barry Lembersky, MD
James Luketich, MD
Stanley Marks, MD
Leslie Merrill McCombs
Mark E. Pasquerilla
Kristy Sampson Rodriguez
Bonnie VanKirk
Tom VanKirk
Debi Wheeler
Harold Wheeler III
Theresa Whiteside Nimick, PhD

On Oct. 4, nearly 900 supporters of UPMC Cancer Centers and the University of Pittsburgh
Cancer Institute gathered at Atlantic Aviation, formerly the FBO Aviation Center, Moon
Township, to celebrate the advances in cancer prevention, detection, and treatment being
made at Hillman Cancer Center.

a  f u t u r e  w i t h o u t  c a n c e r
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D I S C O V E R Y  &  C A R E

2007 meeting highlights

Physician-researchers from UPMC Cancer Centers and the University of

Pittsburgh Cancer Institute recently presented findings from more than 

40 studies at the American Society of Clinical Oncology Annual Meeting

in Chicago. 

Presentation highlights included an evaluation

of a National Surgical Adjuvant Breast and Bowel

Project (NSABP) trial, which found that the risk

of congestive heart failure in women treated

with Herceptin and combination chemotherapy

for early-stage breast cancer does not increase

over time. The study led by Priya Rastogi, MD,

developed a prediction model to help oncologists

assess the risk of heart failure in individual

breast cancer patients prior to treatment with

Herceptin and combination chemotherapy.

A study led by John Kirkwood, MD, has found that higher levels of a protein called S-100

in patients with melanoma may correlate with a higher risk of the disease returning. The

study evaluated and tested serum samples from 103 patients who were treated with

high-dose interferon, a standard immunotherapy treatment for melanoma, an average

of eight years prior. The disease recurred in 64 of the patients within an average of 30

months. When the researchers examined levels of S-100 in the serum samples, they

found that the higher the level of the protein, the greater likelihood the patient’s disease

had returned. 

Samuel Jacobs, MD, shared the findings of a 60 patient study which indicates that patients

treated for follicular lymphoma, a slow-growing type of non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma, may

benefit from chemotherapy followed by radioimmunotherapy. More than 90 percent of

patients achieved a complete response to the treatment and since only a short course of

chemotherapy was used, side effects were limited. The use of radioimmunotherapy following

chemotherapy was very well tolerated. The researchers also found that PET scanning

was a useful tool in determining patients who were at highest risk for their disease to recur.

In October, physician-researchers from UPMC Cancer Centers and the

University of Pittsburgh Cancer Institute (UPCI) will present findings from

more than 21 studies at the 49th Annual American Society for Therapeutic

Radiation and Oncology (ASTRO) Meeting in Los Angeles.  

Presentation highlights will include a discussion on the role of PET/CT in the pre- and

post-treatment assessments for patients diagnosed with solitary peripheral lung

lesions receiving fractionated stereotactic radiosurgery, a revolutionary, non-surgical

approach to medically-inoperable patients. The study provides valuable insight into

tumor response and appears to further demonstrate this cutting-edge approach as an

effective alternative to surgery in selected patients.  

Other presentations will highlight radiotherapy treatment options for head and neck and

esophageal cancer, as well as patient sensitivity to radiation.

“Hoops for a Cure” milestone

In March 2007, the 12th annual “Hoops for a Cure” event helped to raise more than

$75,000 to benefit the Nathan S. Arenson Fund for Pancreatic Cancer — bringing their

grand total of contributions to more than $1 million.

For the past 12 years the Arenson family and their friends have planned events —

including the “Hoops for a Cure” charity basketball game that features Pittsburgh

Steelers football players playing against Chartiers Valley High School alumni and an

annual fashion show — to benefit pancreatic cancer research in memory of Nathan S.

Arenson, who was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer in 1993.  

The Nathan S. Arenson Fund for Pancreatic Cancer helps to support the research of

Olivera J. Finn, PhD, professor and chair of the Department of Immunology at the

University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine and co-leader of the Cancer Immunology,

Immunotherapy, and Immunoprevention Program at the University of Pittsburgh

Cancer Institute.

Second international cancer center opens

In January 2007, UPMC Cancer Centers reached another milestone — opening its second

international cancer center in Dublin, Ireland — the Beacon Hospital Cancer Centre, a

joint program of UPMC and Community Health Systems, formerly Triad Hospitals. The

new center provides cancer patients in Dublin with state-of-the-art radiation therapy

and comprehensive cancer care.  

The partnership will bring the people of Dublin convenient access to treatments

including intensity-modulated radiation therapy (IMRT) and image-guided radiation

therapy (IGRT) — based on UPMC Cancer Centers’ hub-and-satellite model. The center

also houses Europe’s first Trilogy TX image-guided radiosurgery system from Varian

Medical Systems. 

Preclinical gene therapy advances in ovarian cancer

David L. Bartlett, MD, chief, Division of Surgical Oncology, and a team of researchers

reported promising results that may lead to advances in the treatment of ovarian cancer

at the American Society of Gene Therapy annual meeting.

The team inoculated mice with an ovarian cancer cell line, treating some immediately with

a genetically engineered vaccine containing a gene that induces cell death, or apoptosis.

Treatment was delayed 30 to 60 days in another group of mice and withheld entirely in

control mice. Immediate treatment completely prevented tumor growth in 90 percent of

the mice, and delayed treatment significantly inhibited tumor growth. These promising

preclinical results may soon be translated into a clinical trial for women with recurrent

ovarian cancer.

NEWS BRIEFS
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UPMC Cancer Centers and

University of Pittsburgh Cancer Institute

UPMC Cancer Centers offers

cancer patients exceptional care

and innovative treatments close

to home. Working in tandem with

the University of Pittsburgh

Cancer Institute, western

Pennsylvania’s only National

Cancer Institute-designated

Comprehensive Cancer Center,

UPMC Cancer Centers provides

the latest advances in cancer 

prevention, detection, diagnosis,

and treatment at community-based

locations throughout the region.

The University of Pittsburgh

Cancer Institute comprises the

academic and research activities

for cancer at the University of

Pittsburgh and the University 

of Pittsburgh Medical Center.

For information about

supporting cancer

research efforts and

patient care at the

University of Pittsburgh

Cancer Institute and

UPMC Cancer Centers,

contact us at 412-623-4700.
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